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A Catalogue of fundry Grievances, which require immediate Redre/s. 


Ujyque ad Mala. Hor. 


SHALL, in my prefent Speculation, beg Leave a little to deviate from my ufual 
Method of treating my Subject, and inftcad of alloting a whole Refeder, to ohe 
Inconvenience, throw feveral Grievances into a fingle Paper. Indeed, the 

Mitchiefs I thall offer to the public Confideration, are fo evident, that they could 
not, feparately confidered, compofe fo many diftinct Papers. They are glaring and 
confpicuous, and want nothing more to excite Compaffion, and engage the Friends of 
Liberty in their Redrefs, than a plain and unimbellifhed Enumeration, Arguments, «in 
fupport of felf-evident Truths, are idle and impertinent. I thall, therefore, without 
farther Proem or Preface, proceed to a Detail of the Grievances, under which feveral 
of the good People of this Province have lorig laboured, and that without any Attempt 


for their Removal. 


Tue firft I thall mention, is, that which feveral honeft Gentlemen have fuffered on 
Account of Rotten Row : For itis to be remembered, that not long fince, many of the 
worthipful Members of the Corporation, out of the Exuberance of their Liberality, were 
difpofed to make a Prefent of it to the People, who had Lots bordering upon it. So generous 
an Intention one would have thought, ought not to have met with, any Oppofition : and 
yet we all know what a Clamour was raifed about it. They weré even reproached with 
a Defign of fquandering the publick Money, and their difinterefted Munificence, was 
reprefented in an odious Light, tho’ the very Objection urged againft their difpofing of 
it Gratis, was a cogent Argument in their Favour. For if oa were offered five 
thoufand Pounds by a Gentleman (who by the bye could have no Right to. it, becaufe. 
he lived remote from it) the greater was their intended Charity in granting it, thro’ 
Special Grace and meer Motion, Now, as Generofity is one of the uobleft, and mow 
difinterefted-Vistues, there cannot be a greater Grievance than to be obftructed ‘in it 
Exercife ; for which Reafon, I hope, that whenever they renew their generous Offer, 
it will not meet with fo abfurd an Oppofition. : 


Tue Cuftom-Houfe is evidently nggrieved by the want of a Law to eftablith and 
enforce its fupernumerary Perquifites. We all know, that there is at Prefent.no Provifion 
for extraordinary Difpatch, fot which it is meverthelefi cquitably entitled to an 
extraordinary Gratuity. But fuch Gratuities not being énforced by Law, are liable to — 
be daily controverted, and are fometiines, by fordid” and avaricious Spirits, abfol 
refufed. Nor is this all. By the pious Genius ¢f the Britifo Conttitution, a -enfaderabie 
Portion of the Year, is fet a Part’and dedicated: to the Contemplation of the Lives and 
A@ions of illuftrious Saints’ and Martyrs, which has a happy Tendency to infpire us 
with an Emulation of their Virtues, and enliven the lamentable Decay and Languor of 
Religion. In fuch confecrated Seafons is is evident, that no Man of real Piety rw 
confent 
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corifent to relinquith his devout Meditations for fecular Employments, without a fuitable 
Recompence. And ‘yet, for Services done even on thofe Bays, the Officer mutt 
irely depend on the Generofity of his Employer, without \any Certainty of an 
uate Rewardgto compenfate the Lofs of thofe holy Exercifes. I had like to have 
got the Neceffity for adding a Claufe to the Act propofed, prohibiting the Comprroller 


received for Services done and performed in the faid Cuftom-Houle ; or at leaft that it thalf 
and may be lawful, to and for the faid Comptroller, to retain and keep in his Hands, 
any Sum of Money not exceeding Eight Shillings, for ay Debt accruing as aforefaid, of 
Nine Pence, or under, without being accountable for the Surplus to any Perfon or 
Perfons whatfoever. 


A certain Civil-Law Court in this Province, has long laboured under prodigious 
Difficulties, and is ftill as remote from Redrefs asever. It has been moft unjuftly traduc’d, 
and its Impartiality called in Queftion, without Hefitation or Referve. Now, as Truth and 
Righteoufnefs always appear in brighter Colours after an impartial Scrutiny, ' it is to be 
withed, its moft inveterate Adverfaries would vouchfafe it an Opportunity of vindicating its 
immaculate Probity, and wiping off the malevolent Calumnies that have been thrown 
upon it. A public Acquittal would be a public Confutation of its Fhemies, and remain 
on Record to the Confufion of the Slanderer, and its own immortal Honour. 


Some of our thrifty Bakers, who have deferved well of their Country, by endeavouring 
to introduce brown Bread, which is much cheaper, as well as more wholfome, than 
white, cannot profecute their laudable Scheme, without great Jcaloufy and Clamour. 
This. I take to be the greater Grievance, as the Flour which they bake into fuch 
Bread, cannot by the Act, be exported for fine Flour, and confequently would be f 
much clear Gain to the City, could they once perfuade their Cuftomers to the 
commendable Frugality of a home Confumption. 


Amipst my Enumeration of public Evils, the tardy Progrefs of our College, 
wccafioned by the Scrapulofity of irrefoluse Men, is not to be pafled over in Silence. it's 


' “Management ‘has been prefumptuoufly reprefented, as equally appertaining to all the 


various Denominations of Chriftians in the Province ; and as thd’ the Authors and 
Abettors of fuch deteftable Herefies, were bent on the utter Extirpation of Religion, 
‘they have, with unexampled Temerity, rejected the Introduction of fpiritwal Rulers, ‘as 
baneful to the Growth and Propagation of true Science. Nay, they have not even had 
the Breeding, humbiy to offer our ecclefiaftical Eftablifhment the Preference ; whea 
no impartial Thinker, can either doubt the Reality of fuch an Eftablifhment among w, 
‘or the Equity of the Claim confequent thereupon, in as much as both the one and the. 
‘other, have been publicly afferted in a weekly News Paper that was never yet detected of 
Forgeries. The Perplexity about the Conftitution of the College, purpofely created by 


= : 
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reftleis Spirits, djd lately, in the Opinion of many, prevent its final Settlement, at 
ime when it was conceived to be juft on the Crifis of being delivered’up, to thofe who 
j¢ have hitherto produced a rational Claim for it. The poftponing, therefore, the 
Claim to be canvafled and mifreprefented by Fanatics and.Infidels, may be attended 
infuperable Obftrudtions to the laydable Defign of fixing'it on a pure and orthodox 
lattam. Had the Aflembly, on the contrary, ran Headlong into the public-fpirited 
ropofal of excluding Prefbyterians, Diflenters, Enthwfiafts, and Deifts, from any 
Share in the Adminiftration of the Academy, as they were publicly advifed to do, we 
had already beheld the Dawnings ef Literature, and fhould foon have been fenfible, 
that none but the Epifcopalians, from their never-failing Lenity and Indulgence, were 
deferving of fo'grand and important a Truft. 
Manx of our young Gentlemen alfo labour under no fmall Difficulty, in that they 
/as the Law now ftands, profane the Name of God without cither incurring 
he > OF avery ungentec! Punifhment. This I take to be the greater Hardfhip, 2» 







«? L g them from taking the Name of Gon in vain, puts it out of their 
oper © es any Proof that they believe his Exiftence. For this Reafon I have long 
t fee this rigrorous AG repealed ; but on fecond Thoughts, I conceive there & 

: no 


of the Cuftoms, for the Time being, from giving any Change for Money to be hereafter’ , 
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no abfolute Neceffity for it, becaufe fome of our Magiftrates, charitably confidering the 
faid Hardthip, take efpecia! Care not to be too rigid in its Execution. 


Our Corporation has, for fome Years paft, labour'd under a firft-rate Grievance, by 
the audacious Attempt of fome cvil difpofed Perfons, to introduce into the Common 
Council, Men of Senfe and Diftin@lion. Several Gentlemen of this Charaéter, have 
actually been chofen, but ftill their Worlsips endured the Evil with a Chriftian Patience. 
The faGtious Spirits, however, not content with having a few Perfons of Fortune and 
Capacity in that Office, feem, of late, refolved to ufe their Intereft, to have the whole 
Corporation compofed of Gentlemen; than which, I conceive, there cannot be a more 
violent Inyafion of their ancient and undoubted Privileges. 


Tue next I thall take Notice of is a Grievance, beneath which our Batchelors have 
long groaned, without any Profpect of Relicf. It: is well known, that by our Laws no 
Perion is obliged to marry ; and it is equally true, that whenever a Man fuffers ap 
Inconvenience, for not doing what by Law he is not obliged to do, fuch Inconvenience 
mutt be a Species of Perfecution, and a more artful Method of difguifing his Slavery under 
the Cloak of Liberty. Now this I take to be the very Cafe of the Batchelors. The Law 
doth not compel them to contract Matrimony, and yet denies.their Iffue the Privileges of 
Children born in lawful Wedlock ; which is, in Reality, only a more fly and indirect 
Method of forcing them to marry: For while they remain fingle, they are ftill punithed in 
the Scandal and Difadvantages of their Offspring. ‘This muft neceffarily be a great 
Impediment to the Propagation of Baftards, and confequently, extremely injurious to a 
new fettled Country, in want of Peeple for the Cultivation of its Lands. To remedy this 
Inconvenience, and encourage the Multiplication of the Species, I would propofe, that 
Baftardy for the fature, be efteemed honourable ; and natural born Children, equally 
capable of inheriting the Eftates of their putative Anceftors, with a legitimate Iffue. 
The moft plaufible Objedtion againtt this Propofal is, that it will diminifh the Revenuc 
of the Clergy in the Article of Marriage: But this would be abundantly compenfated, 
by the greater Generation of Children, and confequently the greater Number of 
Chriftemings, as well as of Deaths; the latter of which muft proportionably augment the 
Fees arifing from Berials. She sld J, motwithftanding, be over-ruled, I ftill hope, that 
in Compaffion to the unhar sy Suffere:. themfelves, fome public Officer may be 
appointed to prevent all Poffibility of encreafing their Calamity, by qualifying them 
(fweet Ladies with your Favour) to divert you with more melodious Voices. 


Amotuer Grievance is, the Clergy’s being moft unreafonably abridged in their 
Power and Authority. For tho’ they are beyond Controverfy the Ambafladors of 
Heaven, they are often treated with lefs Ceremony than the Plenipotentiaries of earthly 
Sovereigns. Some People even carry their Difrefpect, to the Length of preferring their 
cwn Judgment to that of their fpiritual Overfeers, and infift oma Li of think; 
for themfeves, in Matters fo momentous as Religion and Government. To what an 
Inundation of Irreligion and Profanefs this muft neceffarily expofe us, is a Topic, 
Melancholly to dwell on. But to the Redrefs of this Calamity, I biope I fhail c 
not a little contribute, by reprefenting their indubitable Claims, in fome of future 
Speculations, in a true ti t, and illuftrating the temporal Grandeur of their Pus 
to the utter‘Confufion of Deifts and Libertines. Sac! 29 


Tue laft Mifchief I thall mention is, the Independent Reflefter himfelf. This 
prefumptuous Writer has cxerted his utmoft to introduce univerfal Confufion and 
Diforder. A Man in a public Station cannot aét awry, but he has the Affurance to pry 
into his Condu&, and without Favour or Compafiion, expofe him to open View. He 
regards neither Rank nor Qyality, but im y animadverts on the AGtions of his 


Superiore pea wad or Referve. He has already diftoncerted feveral ‘gt 
the moft eminent Perfonages us; and audacioufly attempts to 
whom Men much eer than himéfelf, fubmit with implicit Sukie ¢ 


Eftablithment of our Cdllege he has hitherto retarded by diabolical Inttigation. and 
Malice prepenfe. His abominable Opinions concerning Eledtion-Jobbers, and. the 
| Heads 
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7-0O,U have in your N° XXVII. clearly thewn the pernicious Confequence of oy; 

4+, «© continuing to receive Copper Pence, for more than their real Value. The Force 
of your Realoning upon that Subject, I was in Hopes, would long e’et now have 
open’d the Eyés'of. our Countrymen, and made them unite their Endeavours, to put a 
Period to fo growing a Mifchief, by executing the Plan you propofed for that Purpofe, 
‘But inamany Things Mr. cToR, you have the ill Fortune of CAssanpra, whofe 
Predidtions were never reg "tll their Accomplithment rendered all. remedy fruitless. 
Inow bef Liste. to inform you, that another Evil of a more defttuétive Nature 
a rélatifig' to Copper Pence; is increafing upon us, and which, unlefs feafondbly ‘prevented, 
‘mult Th a thort, Time fihk many was Bo to the Community. You have us : 
*hebrd,.” that upwards of £: 40,000 Sterling, in counterfeit Pence, has Jat pare Oe 
‘in Eurepe, in Ymitdtion of d Copper Half-Pence ; vaft Quantities of which have” 
‘been putchafed, yd per Weight, and fent to Amterica.. Of thefe we have alpeady a — * 
very confiderable Number paffing amongft us. It is not long fince we had an Inftance in h 








. 


this City, of a Bag of Tem Pounds being pafled in Payment, which ypon Complaint 
feized by a Magiftrate, and another of Forty Shillings, all of the counterfeit Sort. 
~~ How gpeat mult be the Profit to the Villains who import them, is cafily calculated,, 
whee, Og We rate for Two Shillings and Eleven Pence Sterling, as_many as 
here For Ltwemty Shillings Currency. Nor is it to be. farget, that the Comipofition pf ¢ 
which.they ‘are. made is (uh #Mixture, that their real Value is inferior to that of Iron, 
if they be of any, alue atall. Yet I am perfuaded, from my own Obfervation, that ~ 
thofe Counterfeits already make Two per Cent of all the Pence paffing in this Province. . 
“*Hiv order to prevent thisfuinotis Evil, I would earneftly recommend it to my 
giidttymen, and particularly to the Merchants of this City, ‘to count and exiaiine of wit 
Seive, and return every one that is not genuine. It is eafy to diftinguith the” #] 
iy ‘the true, ‘the former being caft and rough, and the latter milled afd fmooth,, 
id it’ perhaps be improper for Magiftrates and Grand Juries, from {ime to time, 
igerit Enquiries for thé Detection of the Delinquents who imports them, that 
tdily Brougtit to condign Punifhment, may prevent their future Offence, a 
sthers’ from amaffing Fortunes by ruinning their Country. . era 
¢ Wil, after this Notification, remain infenfible of the Mifthief, I have 
‘my Duty, by imparting to them this Intelligence, as you will 
well-meant Hints of ~ . 
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